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“8. TARIFF PHILOSOPHY, TARIFF DESIGN AND CATEGORY-WISE TARIFFS FROM FY 2020-21 TO FY
2024-25

L] Agriculture Metering and Billing:

8.1.32 As per Section 55 of the EA, 2003, Licensees are required to supply power to all consumers

through correct meters. However, after even more than a decade, as many as 15 lakh out of 42 lakh

(around 35%) agricultural consumers are being supplied through un-metered connections. Further,
even in case of metered consumers, dismal state of metering and billing (compared to utility records,
meters are present only 27% of metered AG consumers) has been highlighted by AG Working Group
in its Report. Under the circumstance, an interim innovative approach using Feeder input based AG
group metering and billing scheme will have to be adopted in future. Such approach can be easily
implemented for 502 sample feeders that were. selected. for the study by AG Working -Group
constituted. by the Commission, since the AMR/MRI feeder meter data .and -mapping - of
consumers/DTCs, indexing of AG/Non-AG consumers and framework for technical loss assessment
on these feeders is already in place. Further, the billing based-on Feeder input based Group metering
scheme for identified 502 sample feeder shall be subject to ceiling of 3000 hours/HP/annum. Any
shortfall/excess in billing in terms of 750 hours/HP/quarter shall be adjusted in subsequent quarters

subject to ceiling of 3000.hours/HP/annum on fiscal yearly basis.

8.1.33 Forextending such Feeder based Group metering/billing scheme for all AG consumers across
state would require detailed exercise of ensuring regular availability of AMR/MRI data for all
feeders, addressing CT/PT: errors; communication errors, mapping/indexing of consumers -on
feeders/DTCs, assessment of technical loss levels on these feeders, validating/updating records
through field study and putting in.place protocol for publishing feeder-wise energy accounting data
_in transparent manner in public domain. MSEDCL is directed to submit roadmap and timebound
action plan for undertaking such exercise within two months from issuance of the Order. Meanwhile,

existing practice of HP based Tariff in-case.of un-metered AG consumers and meter based Tariff for

metered AG consumers (as péer prevalent: ass)ﬁgatlon of zones) will have to be continued for some
: e g 2% .
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time forall other AG consumers connected on Feeders other:than identified 502 feeders, subject to
approval of roadmap/action plan to extend Feeder input based group metering scheme to cover all
remaining feeders for the purpose of AG metering and billing. Once the feeder input based group
metering scheme is operationalised to cover all such feeders as per roadmap to be approved, need
for continuation of HP based Tariff for un-metered AG consumers or zone-based classification would
not arise. The Commission shall review this arrangement at the time of MTR based on progress of
feeder-input based Group metering scheme. The Commission has given certain directions to address

this important issue.”

The Commission issued a clarificatory order dated 30.04.2020 in Case No. 79 of 2020 in
respect of petition filed by MSEDCL for seeking clarification on certain issues of the Multi Year Tariff

Order dated 30 .03.2020 in Case No. 322 of 2019. The relevant points are reproduced as below:

Commission’s Clarificatory order dated 30.04.2020 in Case No.79 of 2020:

Point No.18:
“The Commission in its MIYT Order dated 30 March 2020, after taking into consideration
the Report Submitted by Working Group for Agricultural Consumption Study, has
directed MISEDCL to start feeder input-based billing to agricultural consumers connected
on 502 feeders which was selected by the Working Group for its study. The . Commission
has also directed MSEDCL to submit within two month a road map for expanding such
feeder input-based billing to all Agricultural Consumers”.

Point No.21:
“Therefore, till the feeder wise actual technical losses are not available, the Commission
allows MSEDCL to use 18%as Technical Loss forimplementing feeder input based billing
to Agriculture consumer connected on 502 selected feeders. Further, this billing method
(billed for units consumed arrived ‘based on feeder input) will -be applicable-to.all

Agriculture Consumers:(metered or.un-metered) connected on that feeder”:
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“Having, clarified as above, the Commission directs MSEDCL to complete technical loss computation
of 502 selected feeders within 3 months and submit the same for approval of the Commission.
Further in order to enhance transparency -of feeder input based billing, the Commission directs
MSEDCL to comply with the following:

a) Publish- AMR data of these selected 502 feeders for previous month on its website by 7th of
every month.

b) Publish on its website daily meter reading of these selected 502 feeder at 0000 hrs on weekly
basis on each Monday.:

¢) Compute and publish on its website monthly feeder consumption index:for.each of this selected
502 feeder by 10th of every month.

d) Based on such feeder consumption index as per tariff order, generate monthly bill to
Agricultural consumer connected on that feeder. However, bill should be issued to.consumer
on quarterly basis showing monthly consumption for three months based on feeder
consumption index for respective month.” (Emphasis added)
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